
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 

CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

Date: J u l y 7 , 1994 REPLY TO THE ATTENTION Of: 

Subject: C o n s u l t a t i o n L e t t e r f o r Sauget A r e a 1: S i t e G 

From: 

To: L o u i s e F a b i n s k i , ATSDR 

Sam B o r r i e s , O S C ^ * , ^ Se> 

The purpose o f t h i s memo i s t o r e q u e s t a c o n s u l t a t i o n l e t t e r from 
ATSDR on t h e e n c l o s e d d a t a f o r t h e Sauget A r e a 1 S i t e G. A l s o 
e n c l o s e d i s a summary o f t h e s i t e background and l o c a t i o n maps. 
I t i s t h e i n t e n t o f t h e Removal program t o a s s e s s t h e need f o r 
immediate r e m o v a l a c t i o n a t t h e Sauget A r e a 1: S i t e G. I t i s t h e 
c u r r e n t b e l i e f t h a t c a p p i n g t h e l a n d f i l l w i l l remedy t h e exposure 
t h r e a t . T h i s w i l l i n c l u d e a s m a l l amount o f c o n t a m i n a t e d s o i l 
r e m o v a l from o u t s i d e o f t h e l a n d f i l l and placement o f t h i s 
m a t e r i a l i n t o t h e f i l l a r e a p r i o r t o c a p p i n g . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t may a s s i s t you i n y o u r r e v i e w i s as 
f o l l o w s : 

The S i t e G l a n d f i l l i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i v e a c r e s i n s i z e and i s 
c u r r e n t l y s u r r ounded by a s i x f o o t barbed w i r e c h a i n l i n k f e n c e . 
The s i t e i s p a r t i a l l y u ncovered w i t h waste p r o d u c t m a t e r i a l 
exposed i n d e t e r i o r a t e d drums and on t h e ground s u r f a c e (see 
a t t a c h e d d a t a f o r contaminate c o n c e n t r a t i o n l e v e l s ) . A c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e Sauget F i r e Department t h e l a n d f i l l has r e p o r t e d l y 
e x p e r i e n c e d spontaneous combustion and burned f o u r o r f i v e t i m e s 
s i n c e e a r l y A p r i l 1994. P r i v a t e r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t y i s l o c a t e d 
a l o n g a p o r t i o n o f t h e f e n c e d l a n d f i l l . 

A i r samples were c o l l e c t e d on t h e l a n d f i l l and s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . 
R e s u l t s o f a i r m o n i t o r i n g u s i n g summa c a n i s t e r s and g i l l i a n pumps 
can be fo u n d i n t h e a t t a c h e d d a t a . A i r sample AS-1 was c o l l e c t e d 
d i r e c t l y on t h e l a n d f i l l n ear a s m o l d e r i n g h o t s p o t . Samples AS-
2 t h r o u g h AS-4 were c o l l e c t e d on t h e p e r i m e t e r f e n c e l i n e and a i r 
sample AS-5 was c o l l e c t e d i n a r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/4 
m i l e from t h e s i t e . A i r sample AS-6 was c o l l e c t e d as a 
background sample. 

S o i l samples 101-105 were c o l l e c t e d w i t h i n t h e f e n c e a r e a o f t h e 
l a n d f i l l w h i l e samples 106-109 were c o l l e c t e d o u t s i d e t h e f e n c e 
a r e a . 

I f you have any q u e s t i o n s o r need f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e do 
no t h e s i t a t e t o c o n t a c t me a t 312/ 353-2886. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The E c o l o g y and Environment, I n c . (E & E) T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e 
Team (TAT) was tasked by the U n i t e d S t a t e s E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c ­
t i o n Agency (U.S. EPA) under T e c h n i c a l D i r e c t i v e Document (TDD) 
number T05-9405-006 t o conduct a s i t e assessment (SA) f o r t h e 
Sauget Area 1: S i t e G, S t . C l a i r County, I l l i n o i s . As r e q u e s t e d 
by t h e U.S. EPA On-Scene C o o r d i n a t o r (OSC), t h e TAT has p r e p a r e d 
t h i s s i t e assessment r e p o r t t o summarize SA a c t i v i t i e s . The SA 
was performed i n accordance w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l O i l and Hazardous 
Substances P o l l u t i o n Contingency P l a n (NCP), and 40 Code of 
F e d e r a l R e g u l a t i o n s (CFR), S e c t i o n 300.415, P a r a g r a p h (b) (2) t o 
e v a l u a t e o n - s i t e c o n d i t i o n s and p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t s t o human h e a l t h 
and t h e environment. 

2.0 SITE BACKGROUND 

J 
2.1 S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n • v \.j ,,: • 

The f o c u s o f t h i s SA r e p o r t w i l l be S i t e G o f Sauget Area 1, 
which, a l o n g w i t h Sauget Area 2, i s p a r t o f t h e Dead Creek 
P r o j e c t (DCP), o r Sauget S i t e s (SS). The Sauget S i t e s a r e 
l o c a t e d i n w e s t - c e n t r a l S t . C l a i r County, I l l i n o i s , d i r e c t l y 
a c r o s s t h e M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r from S t . L o u i s , M i s s o u r i (see F i g u r e 
1 - S i t e L o c a t i o n Map). The DCP s i t e s c o n s i s t o f a n n t n h p r nf 

former m u n i c i p a l and i n d u s t r i a l waste l a n d f i l l s ; s u r f a c e impound­
ments o r l a g o o n s ; s u r f a c e d i s p o s a l a r e a s ; p a s t e x c a v a t i o n s 
t h o u g h t t o be f i l l e d o r p a r t i a l l y f i l l e d w i t h unknown wastes; and 
an a r e a l d r a i n a g e f l o w p a t h known as Dead Creek, which i s c l o s e d 
o f f from s u r f a c e w a t e r i n t a k e a t Queeny Avenue. 

A c c o r d i n g t o s i t e f i l e i n f o r m a t i o n , S i t e G i s a former s u b s u r ­
f a c e / s u r f a c e d i s p o s a l area which o c c u p i e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4.5 
a c r e s . The s i t e i s l o c a t e d i n Sauget, and i s b o r d e r e d by Queeny 
Avenue on t h e n o r t h ; Dead Creek on t h e e a s t ; a c u l t i v a t e d f i e l d 
on t h e s o u t h l a n d Wiese E n g i n e e r i n g Company p r o p e r t y on t h e west 
(see F i g u r e 2 - S i t e F e a t u r e s Map). Waste d i s p o s a l a c t i v i t y 
o c c u r r e d between 1950 and 1985. 

The p r i m a r y d r i n k i n g water s o u r c e f o r nearby r e s i d e n c e s i s from a 
\ water i n t a k e a l o n g t h e M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 m i l e s 
^ n o r t h of t h e DCP s i t e s . A t l e a s t 50 r e s i d e n t s i n t h e a r e a o b t a i n 

d r i n k i n g w ater from p r i v a t e w e l l s , based on I l l i n o i s Department 
I of P u b l i c H e a l t h (IDPH) i n f o r m a t i o n . The n e a r e s t d r i n k i n g water 
/ w e l l i s l o c a t e d on J u d i t h Lane, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/4 m i l e s o u t h and 
j downgradient o f S i t e G. Over 20 i n d u s t r i a l w e l l s a r e l o c a t e d 
Vwithing a 3-mile radius, some downgradient from t h e s i t e . 

<-*f The l a n d s u r r o u n d i n g t h e s i t e i s used f o r a number of purposes. 
I n d u s t r i a l , c o m m e r c i a l , and m u n i c i p a l b u i l d i n g s a r e nearby, as i s 
a r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a . The f i e l d s o u t h of t h e s i t e i s used f o r 
f a r m i n g . 
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